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        Hubs
        The expertise hubs enrich the international profile of the Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom. They enable joint work across regions through their focus on globally relevant policy issues. These include questions of international financial and economic policy, digital policy, security, development and human rights policy.
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        Germany
        We are Active in over 60 Countries: The Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom is committed to working with all its strength for a liberal world. Our core concern is the realization of freedom and responsibility. We promote the development of democratic, market-based and constitutional structures so that more and more people can live in a liberal, democratic society.
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        Through the connection of EU experts, civil society, and decision makers we seek to foster open dialogue and discuss liberal policy solutions to European challenges. Together with our liberal partners, we develop formats and campaigns to promote rule of law, free markets and human rights. Moreover, we coordinate EU co-funded projects in the field of democracy support, development cooperation and human rights protection.
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        Middle East and North Africa
        Through our seven offices in the MENA Region, we actively promote the political debate to support innovative liberal approaches and solutions. Our projects are liberal platforms on which the Foundation's partners from the Gulf to the Levant and the entire southern side of the Mediterranean can provide creative impulses and discuss geopolitical issues.
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        Sub-Saharan Africa
        From our seven offices in Sub-Saharan Africa, we focus on promoting political networking. We are committed to strengthening liberalism and promoting human rights, the rule of law and the social market economy.
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        America
        In North America, our focus is on the transatlantic partnership, which we see as a supporting pillar for the security and stability of Western democracies. We encourage the political debate and develop innovative liberal approaches. In Latin America we work to promote strong democratic institutions, respect for human rights and rule of law as well as promoting liberal dialogue throughout the region.
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        With its offices in Asia, the foundation supports programs to strengthen democratic processes, particularly free and fair elections, and transparent and accountable governance. The Foundation in the region also showcases innovation as a tool to encourage civic participation that further promotes freedom.
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    Western Balkans



    
      
    For three decades, the Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom has been active in the countries of the Western Balkans, supporting them on their path to a united Europe. Out of its project office in Belgrade, the foundation coordinates its political and civil society work and consulting in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Kosovo and Serbia. Together with domestic partners from politics and civil society, the foundation works specifically on the topics of human and civil rights, digital and open society, democracy and the rule of law, as well as on embracing European values and standards in the framework of the EU integration process.
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                    Bosnia and Herzegovina

                  

                  
                    27.03.2024
                                          Adnan Huskić
                                      

                  EU membership negotiations: Europe is ours!

                  On 21 March, the European Council decided to open accession negotiations with Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH). The decision came after Bosnian and Herzegovinian authorities met the relevant requirements set forth by the European Commission, paving the way for a new dimension in relations between BiH and the European Union (EU).
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    Showdown in Zagreb


  

  
  On March 15, President Zoran Milanović shocked the Croatian public twice: firstly, when he postponed the parliamentary elections to April 17, a Wednesday. Just hours later, the president lashed out against the corruption practices of the permanently ruling HDZ and announced - still as a president - his candidacy as prime minister in a "government of national salvation".





	
  

  
          
      
        
        
        
        [image: IDS Women's Club ]
      
    
          
  Croatia


     
  

  

    31.01.2024

          
  
     
  Dusan
 
  Dinic




    
 

  
    
    Empowering Istrian women to empower themselves


  

  
  The Women’s Club of the liberal party „Istrian Democratic Assembly“ (IDS), established as official body of the party in 2013, organized a workshop to consider how the members can actively work to improve the situation for Istrian women. It was only fitting that the meeting was held during the start of the Carnival season, when symbolically everybody puts his or her old behavioural patterns and roles behind, striving to reach new goals and to set new frontiers. So did the Women’s Club.





	
  

  
          
      
        
        
        
        [image: Human  rights work banner 2]
      
    
          
  Serbia


     
  

  

    24.01.2024

          
  
     
  Toni Richard
 
  Crisolli




    
 

  
    
    "Istina" - A Cinematic Lens on Human Rights


  

  
  "Istina," a narrative short film produced by the Hamburg Media School and backed by the Western Balkans office of the foundation, portrays the harrowing journey of a Serbian photojournalist and her daughter fleeing right-wing extremism. More than just a story, the film mirrors the threats that journalists and activists face, highlighting the pressing issues in Serbia and beyond.
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    Media Audit 2023: Uncovering the relevance & importance of media in Serbia


  

  
  The study “Media Audit 2023 - Recognizing the relevance and importance of the media”, which was conducted by Serbian media-watchdog CRTA and co-financed by the Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom, sheds light on the media landscape in Serbia, the media consumption of its population and the trust of Serbian citizens in the media.
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    Election in the shadow of an all-powerful president


  

  
  When the citizens of Serbia are called upon to elect a new parliament on Sunday, over sixty percent of those eligible to vote think they are voting on their president, Aleksandar Vučić. Although he is not up for election at all, he is omnipresent both in the public debate and in the public sphere.
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    Oscar-winning short film “Istina” screened in Belgrade


  

  
  The short film “Istina” (Truth), the production of which was financially supported by the Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom, was screened for the first time in Serbia. The fictional movie is about a photojournalist from Belgrade who is threatened by right-wing extremist thugs and flees to Germany with her daughter. “Istina” won a bronze medal at the 50th Student Academy Awards/Student Oscars® on 26th October.
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    Smart Local Communites in Bosnia and Herzegovina: Follow up


  

  
  The follow up study, the results of which we present below are the product of the research conducted in the period January - April 2023 and its main goal was to check how much, if at all, the development and application of solutions in the field of Smart City was influenced by the state of the pandemic and the crisis it brought with it, and whether two years after the first conducted research, interest in this topic increased.
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    Borderline Balkans


  

  
  In an area smaller than former West Germany, as many as six countries – Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, Montenegro, Northern Macedonia and Serbia – are bundled together: the Western Balkans is the colourful mosaic in the courtyard of the European Union. Travellers are bound to experience for themselves how much still needs to be done to integrate the region in a united Europe. 
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    Vukosava Crnjanski


  

  
  Vuka has worked as a trainer and practitioner since 2004, providing capacity-building in advocacy, public outreach, campaigning, strategic planning etc. Her work extends to political parties, non-governmental organizations, govern-ment officials, media outlets, and institutions on a local and international scale.





	
  

  
          
      
        
        
        
        [image: Jasmina Mršo]
      
    
          
  Meet the Trainers


     
  

  

    14.07.2023

    
 

  
    
    Jasmina Mršo


  

  
  Jasmina is an expert in working with political foundations and political parties and a skilled capacity-building trainer and moderator who worked on many local and international projects. She is an editor for the PartyParty magazine and offers strategic support to the European Network of Political Foundations (ENoP).
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    Ivana Fundurulić


  

  
  Ivana is a mathematics and physics teacher from Zagreb. Her passion for teaching is complemented by a drive for continual learning and knowledge-sharing, actively seeking out new projects and workshops that foster growth and enlightenment. She is an alumna of ALDE's "Alliance of Her 2022" and holds several key roles within the party "Centar".
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  Director of Balkan Women’s Academy BAZA. Founder of LEADERIS Institute. Team Europe Direct expert. Lecturer at the Vistula University of Finance and Business. Co-creator and co-host of “Departament Kobiet” podcast.
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    “Russian Agents of Freedom” awarded European Prize


  

  
  The Croatian documentary film “Russian Agents of Freedom” (“Ruski Agenti Slobode”), supported by the Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom, recently received the European Award of the Croatian Journalists’ Association (HND). The film focuses on the struggle of Russian dissidents in a country dominated by war propaganda. Director Marko Stričević explains in an interview why the film is so necessary, especially in this day and age.  





	
  

  
          
      
        
        
        
        [image: „Der westliche Balkan ist eine Region, die in Zukunft auf sehr unangenehme Weise explodieren könnte“, warnte der Politikwissenschaftler Francis Fukuyama auf der 26. Forum 2000-Konferenz, die 2022 in Prag stattfand. Da nicht nur die Friedrich-Naumann-Stiftung für die Freiheit diese Warnung sehr ernst nahm, beschloss sie gemeinsam mit ihren Partnerorganisationen Forum 2000 und der tschechischen Association for International Affairs (AMO), die gegenwärtige Lage und die Herausforderungen für die Demokratie in d]
      
    
          
  Publication


     
  

  

    19.06.2023

    
 

  
    
    Analysis: “8 Challenges for Democracy in the Western Balkans”


  

  
  At the Forum 2000 conference in 2022, the renowned political scientist Francis Fukuyama warned of the possibility of a serious crisis in the Western Balkans. This warning was taken seriously by the Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom, Forum 2000 and the Association for International Affairs (AMO). The joint study analyzes the current situation and the democratic challenges in this geopolitically important region and derives policy recommendations from it.
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